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HERE is fomethigt very Sublime, tho" 
very Fanciful, in Plato's Defctiption of the 
Supreme Being, that Trath ishis Body, and 

; senor Soeeeeaens is Defini- 
there is nothing fo contradi@tory to his Nature as 

© and Falfhood. The Platonifts have fo jut 

Notion’ of the Almighity’s Avérfion to every 

ing. Which is falfe and erroneous, that’ they loo 

on Truth as no lefs neceflary than Virtwe, to 

ie ‘an Human Soul for the Enjoyment of 8 

ate State. For this Resfon, as they recom» 

idMorat ‘Duties to, qualifie and feafon the 

Wet for'a. fryure Life, {o they. prefcribed . feveral 

atemplations and Sciencesto regtifie the Under- 
wing. Thus Plato has called Mathematical De: 
ftrations the’ Cathiarticks: or Purgatives of the 
yas being the moft proper Means to cleanfe 
= Biom Error, and to give’it a Relith of Truth, 
th .is the natural Food and Noutifhment of the 
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* Meftanding, as Virtueis thePerfedtion and Hap- 
ities of the Will, 
Der There are mahy Authors who have fiewn where- 


Whe Makgnity' of a-Lie ‘confilts, and fet forth, 
oper’ vel the Heinoufnets of the Offence. 


Fess 


Ne; which ‘has not been ‘fo much {poken'to : I 
b, that abominable Pra@ice of Party-lysng. 
i: Vice is ‘fo very predomindnt’ among 
; fat prefent, that a ' 

apr) whe does not ¢ a certain 
tem of Lies. The Coffee-Houfes are fapport- 
them, the Prefs is choaked with them, emi- 
yAuthors live upon them, Our Bottle-Con- 
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lait here confider one Particular Kind of this — 


an is’ thought of no. 


verfation is fo infe&ted with them, that a Party-Lie 
is grown as fathionable an’ Enteriainment, as a 
lively Catch or a merry Story: The Trath of 
it is, half the great Talkers in the Nation would ~ 
be ftrack dunt, were this Fountain of Difcourfe 
dryed‘up.. There is,. however, one’ Advantage 


' relulting from this deteftable Pra@tice ;the very Ap* 


pearatices of: Trush are {> little regarded, that Lies 

are at prefent Cihagei in the Ait, and :begin to 

huss. no Body. we hear a Party-ftory from 

a ye Cot whether he is ‘a Whig ora 

Tory shat relates it, and immediately conclude they 
are Wosds of Courfe,.in which the honeft Gen- 
tlemandefigns to recommend his Zeal, without any 
Concern for his Veracicy. A Man is looked upon as 
bereft of common Senfe, that gives Credit to the Re- 
lations of Party-Weiters, his own Friends thake their: 
Heads.at him, and confider him in. no. other ‘Light 
thap:as an officious Bool or ‘a well-meaning Ideor. 
When it. was: formerly.the Fathion to husband a 
Lie, and tramp it up in fome extraordinary Emergen- 
cy, it generally did Execution, and was not alittle 
ferviceable to the Faétion that mide ufe of it; butat 
prefent every Man is upon his Guard ; the:Artifice 
has been tog: often repeated to take Effea, 


I have eften wondered to fee Men ‘of Probity, 


who would {corn to uttera Falfhood fortheirown _ 


patticular Advantage, yive:{o readily into’ a’ Lie 
whenit is besome the V aice of their Fa@ibn; not= 
withftanding they are thoroughly fenfible of it a8 fucty. 
How is it poffible:for thofe, who sre ‘Wien of*Ho- 
nourin their Perfons, thus to become Notorious Liars 
in their Party? If we look into the Bottom of this” 
ak eh ; Ty 
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Matter, we may find, I think,three Reafons for it, 
and at the fame time difcover the Infufficiency of 
thefe Keafons to jultifie fo Criminal a Praétice. 


In the firft place, Men are apt to.think that the 
Guilt of a Lie, and confequently the Punifhment, 
may be very much diminithed, if not wholly worn 
out, by the Multitudes of thofe who partake in it. 
Though the Weight of a Falfhood would be too 
heavy for ome to bear, it grows light in their 
Imaginations, when it is fhared among many. 
Bu: in this Cafe a Man very much deceives him- 
felf; Guilt, when it fpreads through Numbers, is 
not fo properly divided as multiplied: Every one 
is criminal in proportion to the Offence which he 
‘ commits, not to the Number of thofe who are his 
Companions in it. Both the Crime and the 
Penalty lie as heavy upon every Individual of an 
offending Multitude, as they would upon any fin- 
gle Perfon, had none fhared with him in the Of- 
fence. In a Word, the Divifion of Guilt is like 
that of Matter, though it may be feparated into in- 
finite Portions, every Portion fhall have the whole 
Effence of Matter in it, and confift of as many 
Parts as the whole did before it was divided. 


But in the fecond place, thongh Multitudes, who 
join in a Lie, cannot exempt themfelves from the 
Guilt, they may from the Shame of it. TheScan- 
dal of a Lie is in a manner loft and annihilated, 


when ditfufed among feveral Thoufands ; as a Drop » 


of the blackeft Tinéture wearsaway and vanithes, 
wken mixed and confufed in a confiderable Body 
of Water: The Blot is ftill in it, bur is not able 
to difcover it felf. This is certainly. a very great 
Motive to feveral Party-Offenders, who ‘avoid 
Crimes, not as they are prejudicial to their Virtue, 


but to their Reputation. It is enough to fhew the » 


Weaknefs of this Reafon, which palliates Guilt 
without removing it, that every Man, who is in- 
fluenced by it, declares himfelf in effe& an _infa- 
mous Hypocrite, prefers the Appearance of Vir- 
tue to its Reality, and is determined in his Con- 
du neither by the Diétates of hisown Confcience, 
the Suggeftions of true Honour, nor the Principles 
of Religion. 


The third and laft great Motive for Mens join- 
ing in a popular Falfhood, or, as I have hitherto 
called it, a Party-Lie, notwithftanding they are 
convinced of it as fuch, is the doing Good to a 
Caufe which every Party may be fuppofed to look 
upon as the moft meritorious. The Unfoundnefs 
of this Principle has been fo often expofed, and is 
10 univerfally acknowledged, ‘that a Man muft be 
an utter Stranger to thePrinciples, cither of natu- 
ral Religion or Chriftianity, who faffers himfelf to 
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be guided by it. Ifa Man might promote the {up. 
pofed Good of his Country by the blackeftCalum. 2’ 
nies ‘and Falfhoods, our -° A abouuds more in Mt 
Patriots than any other of the Chriftian sWorld, 
When Pompey was defired yot to fet Sailin a Tem. 
pelt that would hazard his Life, J+ és neceffary fy 
me, fays he, to Sail, but it is mot meceffary for im 
to Live: Every Man fhould fay tohimlelf, with the 
fame Spirit, It is my Duty to {peak Truth, tho’ jt 
is not my Duty to be in an Office.’ One cf the 
Fathers has carried this Point fo high, as to declare 
he would not tell a Lie thongh he were fure 
fin Heaven by it: However extravagant fuch q 
rotettation may appear, every one willown, thata 
Man may fay very reafonably be wonld wot tell 
a Lie, if be were fure to gain Hell by it; or, if 
you have a mind to foften the Expreffion, that he 
would not tell a Lie to gain any Temporal Ref 
ward by it, when he fhould run the hazard of |o.ff som 
fing much more than it was poffible for him to gain * 


Advertifements and Letters continue to be takna 
in 2 S. Buckley at ze Dolphin iv Little-Britain gf * 
Ja. Tonfon at Shakefpear’s-Head in the Strand, Cf *" 
Lillie at the Corner of Beauford Buildings, and A, 
Baldwin i# Warwick-Lane. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Perfons of Quality, 
By her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. | 
FA Rid pntage og in pouny Kanne this prefent ih me 
being th OGober, will bz prefenad ll HE 

a Play alta, The ieneien Soest. The Part 7 he Cing 
by.Mr. Keene, Demetrius by Mr. Wilks, Leortius by Mr, Powel, 
the Lieurenane by ‘Mr. Pinke:thman, ‘Calia by Mrs. Oldfield, Lu f . 
cippe by Mr. Pack, andall the other Partseo. the bett- Advantage. ‘ by 
Seaeeys Command no Perfuns are to be admited behind ta 























"This Day is Publif'd, 


- ‘TheHiftory of Jofeph, a Poem in Six Books, with 
Cute proper to-each Book. By W. Rofe, Reéor of E. Clanden in 
Surrey. Printed for James Kaapton at the Crown in St, Plt 
Church-Yard, Whre may be had Dr. Wells’s Hiflorical Geogrply 
of tbe O'd and Mew Teftiment in 4 Vols,” And his Paraphrate of 
the Gilatians and Romans, . ots 


‘The Gorm Omnium Poetarum Latinorum,.& 

cundum Sericm Temporum, in two large Volumes Felic, bein 
Ginifhed, will te ready co be deliver’d “ the pec of Neves 
ber nex". Notice is how given that thofe thar have Subferibed, 
incend co do fo) pay in their fc ,Paymert, and enter their Ni 
by the serth,of November, 1742, efer which it will be soul 
Quires Small, and s Guinas Latge'P fer, ic moking about so Sheen 
more than propifed, .befides the Largenefs of the Index, &c, ‘The 
Undreakers ate Jecob Tonfon at Ghekrfpesr's Head in the Strand; 
Jolin Nicholf' n ar the Queens Arms in Little Britains and Bed 
Téok at the Temple Gare; where Subfcriprione age taken ip, ads 
moft ocher Bookfellers in Towa aad Country, - ~ 4 
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is Warwick-lane. 


L O-NDON: Printed for S. Buckley, and 7. Ton/cn: And Sold by A. Brida 








